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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1,5, 10, and 14 are amended in response to the last office action. The 
following rejections now apply. Claims 1-15 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3-5, 7-10, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Wang et al., US patent No. 6,668,376 B1. 

As to claim 1, Wang et al teach a method [col. 3, lines 24-40] for automatically 
determining a configuration of an I/O connector panel, the method comprising: 

providing information [URL database associated with peripheral device 
identification data in col. 3, line 61 -col. 4, line 4] about the capabilities [peripheral device 
identification data including a model, a type, and/or a description of the peripheral 
device to be attached to a connector; fig. 2; col. 4, lines 30-60] of the I/O connector 
panel to a memory [URL database 13 in fig. 2] within the I/O connector panel; 

examining [col. 5, lines 1-6] the information in the memory; and 

downloading [col. 5, lines 6-15] at least one driver to a system coupled to the I/O 
connector panel based upon the examined information. 
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4. As to claim 3, Wang et al teach the downloading step is provided by software that 
is independent of the type of I/O connector panel [col. 5, lines 6-15]. 

5. As to claims 4 and 7, Wang et al teach the system includes a core PC function 
block [CPU 10 in fig. 2]. 

6. As to claim 5, Wang et al teach an I/O connector panel comprising: 
a plurality of I/O connectors [col. 1, lines 13-16]; and 

a memory [URL database 13 in fig. 2] containing information [URL database 
associated with peripheral device identification data in col. 3, line 61 -col. 4, line 4] about 
the capabilities [peripheral device identification data including a model, a type, and/or a 
description of the peripheral device to be attached to a connector; fig. 2; col. 4, lines 30- 
60] of the I/O connector panel, wherein, when the memory is examined [col. 5, lines 1- 
6], at least one driver can be downloaded [col. 5, lines 6-15] to a system coupled to the 
I/O connector panel. 

7. As to claims 8 and 12, Wang et al teach connector logic coupled to the memory 
for I/O distribution [fig. 2]. 

8. As to claims 9 and 13, Wang et al teach the memory contains attributes of the I/O 
connector panel and attributes of each connector installed on the connector panel [col. 
3, line 61 -col. 4, line 4]. 

9. As to claim 10, Wang et al teach a processing system comprising: 
a core PC function [CPU 10 in fig. 2]; and 

at least one I/O connector panel coupled to the core PC function, the at least one 
I/O connector panel comprising: a plurality of I/O connectors [col. 1, lines 13-16] and a 
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memory [URL database 13 in fig. 2] containing information [URL database associated 
with peripheral device identification data in col. 3, line 61 -col. 4, line 4] about the 
capabilities [peripheral device identification data including a model, a type, and/or a 
description of the peripheral device to be attached to a connector; fig. 2; col. 4, lines 30- 
60] of the I/O connector panel, wherein, when the memory is examined [col. 5, lines 1- 
6], at least one driver can be downloaded [col. 5, lines 6-15] to a system coupled to the 
I/O connector panel. 

10. Claims 1, 3-5, 7-10, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by O'Neill, US patent application publication No. 2003/0227643 A1. 

As to claim 1 , O'Neill teaches a method for automatically [paragraph 0046] 
determining a configuration of an I/O connector panel [e.g., update server array 142 in 
fig. 1D], the method comprising the steps of: 

providing information [server manifest in paragraphs 0048, 0057] about the 
capabilities [server manifest having a list or version information describing available 
update packages which pertain to a wide range of particular client devices attached to 
the update server array in paragraph 0048] of the I/O connector panel to a memory 
[onboard memory in paragraph 0063] within the I/O connector panel; 

examining [reviewing/checking the manifest in paragraphs 0048, 0059] the 
information in the memory; and 

downloading [paragraphs 0059, 0061] at least one driver to a system coupled to 
the I/O connector panel based upon the examined information. 
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11. As to claim 3, O'Neill teaches the downloading step is provided by software that 
is independent of the type of I/O connector panel [e.g., update server array in paragraph 
0045]. 

12. As to claims 4 and 7, O'Neill teaches the system includes a core PC function 
block [server]. 

13. As to claim 5, O'Neill teaches an I/O connector panel [e.g., update server array 
142 in fig. 1 D] comprising: 

a plurality of I/O connectors [e.g., fig. 1D; paragraph 0040]; and 
a memory containing information [server manifest in paragraphs 0048, 0057] 
about the capabilities [server manifest having a list or version information describing 
available update packages which pertain to a wide range of particular client devices 
attached to the update server array in paragraph 0048] of the I/O connector panel, 
wherein, when the memory is examined [reviewing/checking the manifest in paragraphs 
0048, 0059], at least one driver can be downloaded [paragraphs 0059, 0061] to a 
system coupled to the I/O connector panel. 

14. As to claims 8 and 12, O'Neill teaches connector logic coupled to the memory for 
I/O distribution [e.g., fig. 1D; paragraphs 0040, 0060]. 

15. As to claims 9 and 1 3, O'Neill teaches the memory contains attributes of the I/O 
connector panel and attributes of each connector installed on the connector panel 
[paragraph 0057]. 

16. As to claim 10, O'Neill teaches a processing system comprising: 
a core PC function [server]; and 
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at least one I/O connector panel [e.g., update server array 142 in fig. 1 D] coupled 
to the core PC function, the at least one connector panel comprising: a plurality of I/O 
connectors [e.g., fig. 1D; paragraph 0040] and a memory containing information [server 
manifest in paragraphs 0048, 0057] about the capabilities [server manifest having a list 
or version information describing available update packages which pertain to a wide 
range of particular client devices attached to the update server array in paragraph 0048] 
of the I/O connector panel, wherein, when the memory is examined [reviewing/checking 
the manifest in paragraphs 0048, 0059], at least one driver can be downloaded 
[paragraphs 0059, 0061] to a system coupled to the I/O connector panel. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 2, 6, 11, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wang et al., US patent No. 6,668,376 B1 in view of Shinohara et al., 
Japanese Laid-open patent No. 2001-117835. 

As to claim 14, Wang et al teach a processing system comprising: 
a core PC function [CPU 10 in fig. 2]; and 

a plurality of I/O connector panels coupled to the core PC function, each of the 
plurality of I/O connector panels comprising a plurality of I/O connectors [col. 1, lines 13- 
16], a memory containing information [URL database 13 in fig. 2, col. 3, line 61-col. 4, 
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line 4] about the capabilities [peripheral device identification data including a model, a 
type, and/or a description of the peripheral device to be attached to a connector; fig. 2; 
col. 4, lines 30-60] of the I/O connector panel, wherein, when the memory is examined 
[col. 5, lines 1-6], at least one driver can be downloaded [col. 5, lines 6-15] to a system 
coupled to the I/O connector panel, and connector logic coupled to the memory for I/O 
distribution. 

Wang et al teach the memory storing a URL database indicating a location of a 
device driver to be downloaded. However, Wang et al do not explicitly disclose the 
memory is in the form of EEROM. Shinohara et al teach a memory in the form of 
EEROM [flash ROM 118] storing a URL indicating a location of a device driver to be 
downloaded. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include memory in the form of EEROM in order to 
increase flexibility to easily adapt adds or changes of the URL database of 
manufacturers of peripheral devices. 

19. As to claims 2, 6, and 1 1 , Shinohara et al teach a memory in the form of 
EEROM. 

20. As to claim 15, Wang et al teach the memory contains attributes of the I/O 
connector panel and attributes of each connector installed on the connector panel [col. 
3, line 61 -col. 4, line 4]. 

21. Claims 2, 6, 11, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over O'Neill, US patent application publication No. 2003/0227643 A1 in 
view of well known in the art. 



Application/Control Number: 10/671 ,981 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2182 

As to claim 14, O'Neill teaches a processing system comprising: 
a core PC function [server]; and 

a plurality of I/O connector panels coupled to the core PC function, each of the 
plurality of I/O connector panels comprising a plurality of I/O connectors [e.g., fig. 1D; 
paragraph 0040], a memory containing information [server manifest in paragraphs 0048, 
0057] about the capabilities [server manifest having a list or version information 
describing available update packages which pertain to a wide range of particular client 
devices attached to the update server array in paragraph 0048] of the I/O connector 
panel, wherein, when the memory is examined [reviewing/checking the manifest in 
paragraphs 0048, 0059], at least one driver can be downloaded [paragraphs 0059, 
0061] to a system coupled to the I/O connector panel, and connector logic coupled to 
the memory for I/O distribution. 

O'Neill teaches the memory storing a list of available update packages to be 
downloaded and the list is expected to be changed to reflect a new load from the update 
generator 102 [paragraph 0061]. However, O'Neill does not explicitly disclose the 
memory is in the form of EEROM. It is well known in the art of memory in the form of 
EEROM. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include memory in the form of EEROM in order to 
increase simplicity/changeability keep the manifest in non-volatile rather than other type 
of memory, such as disk. 

22. As to claims 2, 6, and 1 1 , the well known in the art teaches a memory in the form 
of EEROM. 
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23. As to claim 15, O'Neill teaches the memory contains attributes of the I/O 
connector panel and attributes of each connector installed on the connector panel 
[paragraph 0057]. 

Response to Arguments 

24. Applicant's arguments filed 9/29/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicants argue in substance that a) Wang or O'Neill does not teach 
"providing information about the capabilities of the I/O connector panel " and b) Wang or 
O'Neill does not teach "a memory within the I/O connector panel." 

The limitation "the capabilities of the I/O connector panel" in claims is supported 
by the specification (page 4, lines 8-14) indicating 'the capabilities of what kinds (types) 
of devices could be attached to that connector panel.' However, the examiner 
respectfully disagrees. 

Wang provides URL database (information) stored in URL database 13 in 
computer 1 providing a plurality of I/O connectors; the URL database information is 
associated with peripheral device identification data including a model, a type, and/or a 
description of the peripheral device to be attached to a connector. 

O'Neill provides a server manifest (information) stored in on board memory 
retained by the update server 136 in the update server array (I/O connector panel) 
providing a plurality of I/O connectors to connect a plurality of clients; the server 
manifest information having a list or version information describing available update 
packages which pertain to a wide range of particular client devices attached to the 
update server array. 



Application/Control Number: 10/671,981 
Art Unit: 2182 



Page 10 



Conclusion 



25. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to llwoo Park whose telephone number is (571) 272-4155. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:30 
PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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